
      General Questions and Answers for Beginning Band
Band Commitment—how long is band?  6th Grade students signing up for band will remain in band for all 4 marking periods of 6th grade.  At the end of 6th grade, students have the option to continue in band in 7th grade or choose a different elective.  The performance schedule will be handed out on the first day of school. 6th Grade Band performs at: Premier Concert, Holiday Concert, & Spring Concert. Students also may participate in the 6th/7th/8th grade March of Dimes Walk for Babies Band in the spring. The CMS Band Program is very involved in the school, with PHHS, and in the community. ( Members of the Central MS Band are a part of something 

What is an instrument fitting?  It is the opportunity for new band members to TRY different instruments in order to find the one that is best suited.  We are not all made the same, so it is not expected that we all will be able to perform equally well on the same instrument.

· The Port Huron Music Center will be traveling to all PHASD elementary schools to fit all 5th graders so that students, parents, and the band teachers (Mrs. Fox—Fort Gratiot, Mrs. Manhart—Central, and Mr. Yaros—Holland Woods) know what the students will be playing in the band.


What kinds of instruments are needed in a band?  Tubas (most important…school provides),  Trombones, Baritones, Bassoons, Tenor Saxophones, Alto Saxophones, Horns, Trumpets,  Clarinets, Flutes, Oboes, and Percussion (6th grade percussion begin on mallets/bells).


What is unique about a ‘brass’ instrument (tuba, trombone, baritone, horn, trumpet, and cornet)?  Brass instruments require the player to ‘buzz’ with their lips and to be able to make the notes go high and low.  The brass instruments have only 3 valves (keys) except trombone, which has a slide. 


How should I choose an instrument?  Try your first two choices at the instrument fitting.  The one (or ones) you find the most initial success on will be best suited for you for long-term progress and success in band.  Avoid choosing an instrument solely because your best friend chose it or you already have an instrument at home, because, again, each of us is an individual, with individual strengths and weakness’.  If you want to be successful, choose the instrument that is best suited for YOU and stay on it!  Switching instruments later does not happen unless students in 7th or 8th would like to audition for larger versions of their instrument (i.e. Alto Saxophone to Tenor or Bari; trumpet to baritone; baritone/trombone to tuba; clarinet to bass clarinet).

Can you have a band of 100 clarinets?  No.  Instrumentation is very important for a developing young band, so it is important to have many instruments evenly distributed throughout the band.  Sometimes instrument sections need to be limited so we do not have an overabundance of one or two kinds of instruments.


I’m getting or I have braces.  Does that mean I can’t be in band?  Absolutely not.  Some instruments may be easier for you to produce a sound on then others, but the braces themselves need not necessarily be a problem.  


Where do I get my instrument?  It depends.  The school has instruments, but many students/families end up going through the Port Huron Music Center, or buying one from an ad in the paper, online, or from another place.—You’ll get details at the beginning of the year…but remember all instruments are NOT created equal. New is not necessary, but a quality brand IS. Mrs. Manhart will provide a list of quality brand names (for those of you getting an instrument from somewhere besides Port Huron Music Center)

When do I need to get my instrument, book, and instrument-care materials?  6th grade band members don’t actually play for the first one or two weeks, as we are learning other important music skills, like counting rhythms, reading notes, and recognizing different instruments (also giving time to prepare/get instruments).  Mrs. Manhart will give advance notice of exactly when 6th grade band members will need their instruments.

Do I have to have the band book and cleaning/maintenance materials? Yes!

   Welcome to Band! It’s going to be a great year!      GO COUGARS!  ROCK AND ROAR!
