



Music Term Sheet

1) Accelerando (accel.)    

Gradually increase the tempo.

2) Accent
            


Emphasize the note.

3) Accidentals



Sharps, flats, and naturals found in the music.

4) Adagio



Slow tempo, slower than Andante.

5) Agitato



Agitated.

6) Alla Breve



Also known as Cut Time.  

7) Allegretto



A lively tempo.

8) Allegro



Fast, bright tempo.

9) Andante



Slow walking tempo.

10) Animato



Animated, lively.

11) Arpeggio



A sequence of notes from any scale (example I, III, V, III, I)

12) Articulation



The way we tongue or slur notes.

13) a tempo



Return to the previous tempo.

14) Balance



The proper adjustment of volume from all instruments.

15) Bar Line



Lines that separate the measures of music.

16) Bass Clef
“F” clef used by trombone, baritone, bassoon, tuba, and timpani.

17) Beat




The pulse of music.

18) Boogie-Woogie


A style of the blues.  A form of jazz, blues music features






altered notes and is usually written in 12-measure verses.

19) Breath Mark



Take a deep breath through your mouth after you play a 






full-length note.  Used to mark beginnings/endings of






phrases.

20) Chord
Two or more notes sounding simultaneously (at the same time).

21) Chromatic Scale


Sequence of notes in half-steps.

22) Chromatics



Notes that are altered with sharps, flats, and naturals.

23) Common Time


Another way to write           .

24) Crescendo



Gradually increase the volume.

25) Cut Time



Meter/Time Signature in which the half note gets one beat.

26) D.C al Coda
Return to the beginning, play to the         and skip to the Coda.

27) D.C. al Fine
Da Capo al Fine—Play until D.C. al Fine. Go back to the beginning and play until Fine.

28) D.S. al Coda



Return ti the sign (     ), play to         and skip to the Coda.

29) D.S. al Fine
Del Segno al Fine—Play until D.S. al Fine. Go back to the sign (     ) and play until Fine.

30) Decrescendo



Gradually decrease volume.

31) Diminuendo



Becoming softer.

32)  Divisi (div.)



Divide the notes between the players.

33) Dixieland



A popular form of early jazz.

34) Dolce



Sweet, gentle style.

35) Double Bar



Indicates the end of a piece of music.

36) Duet




A composition with two different parts played together.

37) Dynamics



How loud and soft you play.

38) Embouchure



Your mouth’s formation needed to play a specific instrument






correctly.

39) Enharmonics
Notes that are written differently but sound the same (F#=Gb, C#=Db, etc.).

40) Espressivo



Expressively.

41) Fermata
Hold the note longer than usual, or until your director tells you to release it.

42) 1st and 2nd Endings


Play the first ending the first time through.  Then repeat the 






same music, skip the first ending and play the 2nd.

43) Flat
Lowers the note a half step and remains in effect for the whole measure.

44) forte (f)



Play loudly.

45) fortissimo (ff)



Play very loudly.

46) Giocosso



Lightly, happily.

47) Glissando



A trombone technique where the player plays one note






and slides the slide to the next note.

48) Grace Note



A small note played on or slightly before the beat.

49) Grazioso



Gracefully.

50) Great/Grand Staff


The bass clef and treble clef connected together with a brace.

51) Half-step



The smallest distance between two notes.

52) Harmonic Minor Scale
Like the natural minor scale, except the 7th scale step is raised a half-step.

53) Harmony



Two or more notes played together.  Each combination forms






a chord.

54) Interval



The numerical distance between two notes.

55) Jazz
American form of music combining African and European styles.

56) Key Signature


Flats or sharps next to the clef that apply to the entire piece.

57) Ledger Lines



Lines above or below the staff.

58) Legato



Play in a smooth and connected style.

59) Leggiero



Lightly.

60) Lento



Very slow tempo.

61) Lip Slurs



Notes that are slurred without changing valves. 

62) Maestoso



Play in a majestic, stately manner.

63) Major Scale
Series of 8 notes with a definite pattern of whole steps and half steps.

64) Marcato Accent


A loud accented note of short duration (          +           =      ).

65)  Marziale



March-like style.

66) Measure Repeat


Repeat the previous measure.

67) Melodic Minor Scale
Like the natural minor, except the 6th and 7th scale steps are raised by a half-step when the scale is ascending (going up).  Back to natural minor when the scale is descending (going down).

68) Melody
A succession of notes moving in a single line (left to right) which make up the main or pleasing part of a composition.

69) mezzo forte  (mf)


Play moderately loud.

70) mezzo piano  (mp)


Play moderately soft.

71) Minor Chord



Made up of the 1st, 3rd, and 5th notes of a minor scale.

72) Minor Scale
Series of 8 notes with a definite pattern of whole steps and half steps.

73) Moderato



Moderate tempo.

74) Staff




What music is notated on.  It is made up 5 lines and 4






spaces.

75) Mysterioso



Mysteriously.

76) Natural Minor Scale


Minor scale with half-steps between scale steps 2-3 and 5-6.

77) Natural 



Cancels a flat         or sharp        in the measure.

78) Pentatonic Scale


5-note scale.

79) Phrase



A musical sentence or complete idea.

80) pianissimo  (pp)


Play very softly.

81) piano  (p)



Play softly.

82) Pick-up Notes


Notes that come before the first full measure.

83) Posture



How you sit or stand.

84) Ragtime



An American music style that was popular from the 






1890’s until the time of World War I.  It was an






early form of jazz.

85) Rallentando (rall.)


Gradually slow the tempo.

86) Repeat Sign



Go back to the beginning and play again.






Repeat the section of music enclosed by the repeat signs.

87) Rest




A specific amount of silence. 

88) Ritardando (ritard/ rit.)

Gradually slow the tempo  

89) Round (Canon)


One or more begin a composition and after reaching a certain






point, are joined by another group playing the same material.






(“Three Blind Mice,” “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”)

90) Sharp
Raises the note a half-step and remains in effect for the entire measure.

91) Sightreading



Playing a musical selection for the first time.

92) Simile  (sim.)



Continue playing in the same style.

93) Slur




A curved line above or below, connecting 2 or more






different notes.

94) Soli




A group or section solo.

95) Staccato



Play the notes with separation.

96) Stagger Breathing


Players breathe at different times so the phrase is not broken.

97) Style Mark



Indicates the manner or style in which music is to be played.

98) Swing
A style of music in which eighth notes are played as if they were written:

99) Syncopation



When emphasis or accent is given to a note that is not on a 






strong beat.  This type of “off-beat” feel is common in 






many popular and classical styles.

100) Tempo di valse


Waltz tempo.

101) Tempo



The speed of music.

102) Tenuto



Play notes for their full value.

103) Theme & Variations


A musical form featuring a theme, or primary melody, 

followed by variations, or altered versions of the original theme.

104) Tie




A curved line above or below two or more notes that are 






the same.

105) Time Signature (Meter)
Tells how many beats are in each measure and what kind of notes gets one beat.

106) Tone
A sound of definite pitch; the character of the sound achieved playing an instrument.

107) Treble Clef
“G” clef used by flute, piccolo, oboe, clarinet, saxophones, trumpets, horns, baritones T.C., mallets.

108) Trill



Rapid alternation between two adjacent notes.

109) Trio



A composition with three parts played together.

110) Triplet



Group of three notes.

111) Unison  (uni.)


Tells performers to play the same note.

112) Waltz



Dance in               meter.

113) Cut-off



Motion given by director to stop the sound.

114) Caesura (break)


A pause, interruption, or stop in the music.

115) Sforzando
(sfz)


Forced; One note to be played with force and emphasis.

116) forte-piano (fp)


Attack the note strongly, but diminish instantly.

117) All ‘ottava (8va)


Play one octave higher than written.

118) Coda



The Tail or End;  a few measures added to the end of piece. 

